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might be as likely should have the Devil appear to
him as God himself, but still it was the same thing,
Gen. xx. 3, God came to Abimelech in a dream;
so might the Devil too, for Abimelech was an ido-
later : and again, ver. 6, And God said unto him
in a dream. Now Abimelech was a Philistine of
the cursed race, destined to destruction by the
posterity of Abraham, and yet God appeared to
him, or came to him in a dream, and spoke to him
in a dream.

From hence the Devil, who is canning enough to
imitate all those methods of access to the minds of
man, which it is possible for him to come at him
by, and which his Maker has used for the like com-
munications, has always made use of this method;
and when he has designed the delusion, or the per-
plexing of mankind, or any other of his infernal in-
fatuations, he has brought them to pass by the in-
jection of evil thoughts or other dark means,
moving his passions and affections, instilling all the
hellish imaginations that are requisite to the mis-
chiefs he designs. And thus you have the circum-
stances, and the reason too, of the Devil's way of
working with mankind.

It remains a question, though of no extraordinary
importance, what shape or form the Devil made use
of in his first acquainting himself with mankind.
It is Satan's misfortune, to say no worse of him,
that he cannot appear in his own figure, clothed
with any of his native beauties; but that it would
render him so frightful to his emissaries, and even
his best friends and most useful servants would be
terrified, and would run away from him instead of
conversing with him; and the most accurate magi-
cian or southsayer in Arabia would, instead of going
into the deserts and wilderness to meet him, abhor
the very place, and tremble at the thought of seeing
him.